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FIGURE 6.5 Time line showing implementation times for a number of ground-based
solar facilities, 1957-1999. (Bars indicate development and construction time; arrows
indicate first light; all costs are given in FY 1991 dollars.)

Table 6.2 compares some of the characteristics of the McMath Telescope
and the LEST project. Figure 6.6 compares their project time lines in more
detail. Although the total projected cost of the LEST project is twice as large as
the cost of the McMath Telescope, the cost to the U.S. funding agency is smaller
for LEST; this is part of the rationale behind international consortia, LEST may
also entail a somewhat greater construction task; however, the LEST project
before groundbreaking has already taken twice as long as the entire McMath
project.